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FLUID SHAPES, UNUSUAL MATERIALS
AND MATERIAL COMBINATIONS, A COLOUR PAL-
ETTE THAT RANGES FROM SUBTLE TO PUNCHY -
IT°S NOT EASY TO PUT CYPRIOT ARCHITECT AND
DESIGNER CHRISTINA PETROU’S STYLE INTO JUST
ONE CATEGORY. EVEN SHE STRUGGLES WHEN
ASKED TO DO SO. BUT THAT DOESN'T SEEM TO BE
A BARRIER TO HER SUCCESS. WITH HER DESIGN
STUDIO CHRISTINE KALIA, SHE CREATES FURNI-
TURE, RENOVATES BUILDINGS AND RECENTLY
DESIGNED THE FIT-OUT OF CHLOE STORES.

Your name is actually Christina Petrou, so where did Christine Kalia come from?
My mother always called me Christine, and Kalia was her nickname. I lost her when
I was 13. I inherited my artistic side from her.

You come from Cyprus, an island with a rich
history and beautiful landscapes — does your
furniture reflect this?

I don’t think so. But I do work with
traditional Cypriot techniques and
materials, which I then adapt for modern
art. For example, in my projects I use a lot
of round wooden spheres that are made
by hand on the island. I then dye them to
give them a contemporary look.

What colour palette is in your DNA?

I feel at ease with all colours, as long

as they suit the function and the space.

I always find that colour brings life to a
project. It can provide a good kick for the
overall design. I also get excited at how
colours and materials interact. When
dyeing wood veneer, I looked long and
hard for a technique that doesn’t conceal
the beautiful texture. The result is like
marble.

What do you consider when selecting
materials?

I love uncharacteristic materials; I like
textures and I like using materials in an
unexpected way to create a fascinating
result. Steel is my favourite material to
work with. It’s a contemporary material
that can be used for many years and

still looks surprisingly good. You can
create statement pieces with steel. 'm
fascinated by the fact that it reflects its
surroundings on the one hand, and on the
other hand can disappear into the room —
an interesting contrast.

Your work moves between dreams and reality
- Bauhaus, Memphis, Scandi, numerous
connections come to mind, but none of them
quite fit. How would you describe your style?
My work is modern but timeless. Eclectic
might be a more suitable term. Scandi is
for the masses. I work for a niche, specific
group of people who like this style.
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You live in a holiday destination, but also
regularly leave the island to travel to other
countries — which places have caught your
attention in particular?

I used to be inspired by major cities.

I always was, but recently I've been taken
with places off the beaten track and small
villages. Not long ago, I was in the middle
of nowhere in Cyprus in a building with

a lot of water features, surrounded by
nature. That really moved me.

You designed the boutiques for French
fashion label Chloé. How did you approach
this task?

I first looked closely at their brand
identity and colour palette. Chloé has a
very feminine style. From these inputs,

I designed white and beige furniture with
delicate shapes and rounded details.

What is your latest project?

I have just launched a collection made
out of local limestone and red steel.
The pieces are very sculptural but still
functional. They were presented at the
Larnaca Biennale.

What would be a dream contract for you?
Designing a theatre! The lighting, the fur-
niture - they’re such interesting places!

What do you need for a good party?

Good company - it all comes down to
the people. I also find that my furniture
has a playful look that would suit a party,
especially the Tide and Wavy benches.
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